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5th Grade Inquiry

When Is It The Right Time To 
Break The Rules?

Supporting Questions
1.	 Why did colonists feel they had individual rights?
2.	 How did colonists suffer under British rule?
3.	 What were some consequences of going against the British rule?
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_____ Grade Inquiry

Compelling Question
Michigan Content 
Expectations:

5 – U3.1.5	 Use the Declaration of Independence to explain why many colonists 
wanted to separate from Great Britain and why they believed they had the right to do so.  

Staging the 
Compelling 
Question:

”Not Ready to Make Nice” - Dixie Chicks (song/video)

Supporting Question 1

Why did the colonists feel 
they had individual rights?

Formative Performance 
Task

Write your own brief “Dec-
laration”, using two or three 
sentences, to proclaim the 
rights colonists desired.

Featured Sources

Supporting Question 2

How did the colonists suffer 
under British Rule?

Formative Performance 
Task

Rank the British offenses 
you’ve studied today from 
the worst to the least offen-
sive.

Featured Sources

Supporting Question 3

What were the consequences 
of going against the British 
rule?

Formative Performance 
Task

Complete a cause and effect 
graphic organizer about the 
British rule and the colonists’ 
responses. 

Featured Sources

Summative 
Performance Task

Argument: Answer the question “When is the right time to break the rules?”, giving 
examples from the prelude to the American Revolution.

Extension Expanding knowledge to include other factors and conflict in the Pre-Revolutionary 
times:  https://quizlet.com/25616416/flashcards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pojL_35QlSI
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Staging the Compelling Question
Lyrics by Martha Maguire / Natalie 
Maines / Emily Robison / Dan 
Wilson

Forgive, sounds good
Forget, I’m not sure I could
They say time heals everything
But I’m still waiting
I’m through with doubt
There’s nothing left for me to figure 
out
I’ve paid a price, and I’ll keep pay-
ing
I’m not ready to make nice
I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell, and I don’t 
have time
To go ‘round and ‘round and ‘round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is
You think I should
I know you said
Why can’t you just get over it?
It turned my whole world around
And I kinda like it

I made my bed, and I sleep like a 
baby
With no regrets, and I don’t mind 
saying
It’s a sad, sad story
When a mother will teach her 
daughter
That she ought to hate a perfect 
stranger
And how in the world
Can the words that I said
Send somebody so over the edge
That they’d write me a letter
Saying that I better 
Shut up and sing 
Or my life will be over?
I’m not ready to make nice
I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell, and I don’t 
have time
To go ‘round and ‘round and ‘round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is
You think I should
I’m not ready to make nice

I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell, and I don’t 
have time
To go ‘round and ‘round and ‘round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is
You think I should, what it is you 
think I should
Forgive, sounds good
Forget, I’m not sure I could
They say time heals everything
But I’m still waiting

Songwriters: Martha Maguire / 
Natalie Maines / Emily Robison / 
Dan Wilson
Not Ready to Make Nice lyrics © 
Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., BMG 
Rights Management
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Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source A (Video)

Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source B (Video)

https://youtu.be/VV9zMtjPul0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3fYJQ6ZGOk&feature=youtu.be
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Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source C (Video)

Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source A
Source:  https://www.masshist.org/revolution/
doc-viewer.php?item_id=667&mode=dual&img_
step=1&pid=2#page1

TO THE 
PEOPLE OF GREAT-BRITAIN, 
FROM THE 
DELEGATES, 
Appointed by the several ENGLISH CO-
LONIES of NEW-HAMPSHIRE, MASSA-
CHUSETT’S BAY, RHODE-ISLAND and 
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, CONNEC- 
TICUT, NEW-YORK, NEW-JERSEY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, THE LOWER COUN-
TIES on DELAWARE, MARYLAND, 
VIRGINIA, NORTH-CAROLINA, and 
SOUTH-CAROLINA, to consider of 
their Grievances in GENERAL CON- 
GRESS, at PHILADELPHIA, Septem- 
ber 5th, 1774.
Friends, and Fellow Subjects,

WHEN a Nation, led to greatness by 
the hand of Liberty, and possessed of 
all the glory that heroism, munificence, and hu- 

manity can bestow, descends to the ungrateful 
task of forging chains for her Friends and Chil- 
dren, and instead of giving support to Free- 
dom, turns advocate for Slavery and Oppres-
sion, there is reason to suspect she has either 
ceased to be virtuous, or been extremely negli- 
gent in the appointment of her rulers.

https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-daughters-of-liberty-facts-history.html
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Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source B
SEVERE as the Acts of Parliament before-
mentioned are, yet the conduct of Administration
has been equally injurious, and irritating to this 
devoted country. 
UNDER pretence of governing them, so many 
new institutions, uniformly rigid and dangerous, 
have been introduced, as could only be expected
from incensed masters, for collecting the tribute
or rather the plunder of conquered provinces. 
BY an order of the King, the authority of the 
Commander in chief, and under him of the Bri-
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered su-
preme in all the civil governments in America; 
and thus an uncontroulable military power is
vested in officers not known to the constitution 
of these colonies. 
A LARGE body of troops and a considerable 
armament of ships of war have been sent to as-
sist in taking their money without their consent. 
EXPENSIVE and oppressive offices have been 
multiplied, and the acts of corruption indus-
triously practiced to divide and destroy. 

Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source C
His Majesty's Most Gracious Speech

To Both Houses of Parliament, on Friday, October 27, 1775
My Lords, and Gentlemen,

Nothing could have afforded Me so much Satisfaction as to have been able to inform you, at the Opening of this 
Session, that the Troubles, which have so long distracted My Colonies in North America, were at an End; and 
that My unhappy People, recovered from their Delusion, had delivered themselves from the Oppression of their 
Leaders, and returned to their Duty. But so daring and desperate is the Spirit of those Leaders, whose Object has 
always been Dominion and Power, that they have now openly renounced all Allegiance to the Crown, and all po-
litical Connection with this Country. They have rejected, with Circumstances of Indignity and Insult, the Means 
of Conciliation held out to them under the Authority of Our Commission: and have presumed to set up their 
rebellious Confederacies for Independent States. If their Treason be suffered to take Root, much Mischief must 
grow from it, to the Safety of My loyal Colonies, to the Commerce of My Kingdoms, and indeed to the present 
System of all Europe. One great Advantage, however, will be derived from the Object of the Rebels being openly 
avowed, and clearly understood. We shall have Unanimity at Home, founded in the general Conviction of the 
Justice and Necessity of Our Measures.

I am happy to Inform you, that, by the Blessing of Divine Providence on the good Conduct and Valour of My 
Officers and Forces by Sea and Land, and on the Zeal and Bravery of the Auxiliary Troops in My Service, Cana-
da is recovered; and although, from unavoidable Delays, the Operations at New York could not begin before the 
Month of August, the Success in that Province has been so important as to give the strongest Hopes of the most 
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decisive good Consequences. But, notwithstanding this fair Prospect, We must, at all Events, prepare for another 
Campaign.

I continue to receive Assurances of Amity from the several Courts of Europe; and am using My utmost Endeav-
ours to conciliate unhappy Differences between Two neighbouring Powers; and I still hope, that all Misunder-
standings may be removed, and Europe continue to enjoy the inestimable Blessings of Peace. I think nevertheless 
that, in the present Situation of Affairs, it is expedient that We should be in a respectable State of Defence at 
Home.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, I will order the Estimates for the ensuing Year to be laid before you. It is 
[a] Matter of real Concern to Me, that the important Considerations which I have stated to you must necessarily 
be followed by great Expence: I doubt not, however, but that My faithful Commons will readily and chearfully 
grant Me such Supplies, as the Maintenance of the Honour of my Crown, the Vindication of the just Rights of 
Parliament, and the Publick Welfare shall be found to require.

My Lords, and Gentlemen, in this arduous Contest I can have no other Object but to promote the true Interests 
of all My Subjects. No people ever enjoyed more Happiness, or lived under a milder Government, than those 
now revolted Provinces: the Improvements in every Art, of which they boast, declare it: their Numbers, their 
Wealth, their Strength by Sea and Land, which they think sufficient to enable them to make Head against the 
whole Power of the Mother Country, are irrefragable Proofs of it. My Desire is to restore to them the Blessings of 
Law and Liberty, equally enjoyed by every British Subject, which they have fatally and desperately exchanged for 
all the Calamities of War, and the arbitrary Tyranny of their Chiefs.

Article Source: https://concurringopinions.com/archives/2012/10/the-british-response-to-the-declaration-of-in-
dependence.htmlsponse-to-independence/708/20963

Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source D

https://concurringopinions.com/archives/2012/10/the-british-response-to-the-declaration-of-independence.htmlsponse-to-independence/708/20963
https://concurringopinions.com/archives/2012/10/the-british-response-to-the-declaration-of-independence.htmlsponse-to-independence/708/20963
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKFN-aqPJH8&vidve=5727&autoplay=1
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Declaration of Independence: A Transcription
 
Note: The following text is a transcription of the Stone Engraving of the parchment Declaration of Independence 
(the document on display in the Rotunda at the National Archives Museum.) The spelling and punctuation re-
flects the original.

In Congress, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and 
to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Na-
ture's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing 
its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, 
will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accord-
ingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpa-
tions, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such 
has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter 
their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. 
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants 
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of 
their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights 
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative pow-
ers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source E



NORTHERN MICHIGAN INQUIRY HUB

9

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Natural-
ization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of 
new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out 
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by 
our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the In-
habitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introduc-
ing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our 
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation 
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and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cru-
elty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barba-
rous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized 
nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive 
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to 
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, 
or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known 
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned 
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated 
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. 
A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a 
free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrant-
able jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of 
the circumstances of our emigration and settlement 
here. We have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties 
of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, 
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice 
of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Sepa-
ration, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, 
Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States 
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appeal-
ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude 
of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority 
of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly pub-
lish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and 
of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that 
they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them 
and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally 

dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, 
they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all 
other Acts and Things which Independent States may 
of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Georgia

Button Gwinnett

Lyman Hall

George Walton

 

North Carolina

William Hooper

Joseph Hewes

John Penn

 

South Carolina

Edward Rutledge

Thomas Heyward, Jr.

Thomas Lynch, Jr.

Arthur Middleton

 

Massachusetts

John Hancock

Maryland

Samuel Chase
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William Paca

Thomas Stone

Charles Carroll of Carrollton

 

Virginia

George Wythe

Richard Henry Lee

Thomas Jefferson

Benjamin Harrison

Thomas Nelson, Jr.

Francis Lightfoot Lee

Carter Braxton

 

Pennsylvania

Robert Morris

Benjamin Rush

Benjamin Franklin

John Morton

George Clymer

James Smith

George Taylor

James Wilson

George Ross

Delaware

Caesar Rodney

George Read

Thomas McKean

 

New York

William Floyd

Philip Livingston

Francis Lewis

Lewis Morris

 

New Jersey

Richard Stockton

John Witherspoon

Francis Hopkinson

John Hart

Abraham Clark

 

New Hampshire

Josiah Bartlett

William Whipple

 

Massachusetts

Samuel Adams

John Adams

Robert Treat Paine

Elbridge Gerry

 

Rhode Island

Stephen Hopkins

William Ellery

 

Connecticut

Roger Sherman

Samuel Huntington

William Williams

Oliver Wolcott

 

New Hampshire

Matthew Thornton
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Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source A
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Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source B

https://www.commonsenseevaluation.com/2013/09/12/cartoon-day-taxation-without-representation/
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Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source C

Prelude to Revolution
1763 to 1775

1763 - The Proclamation of 1763, signed by King George III of England, prohibits any English settlement west 
of the Appalachian mountains and requires those already settled in those regions to return east in an attempt to 
ease tensions with Native Americans.

1764 - The Sugar Act is passed by the English Parliament to offset the war debt brought on by the French and 
Indian War and to help pay for the expenses of running the colonies and newly acquired territories. This act 
increases the duties on imported sugar and other items such as textiles, coffee, wines and indigo (dye). It doubles 
the duties on foreign goods reshipped from England to the colonies and also forbids the import of foreign rum 
and French wines.

1764 - The English Parliament passes a measure to reorganize the American customs system to better enforce 
British trade laws, which have often been ignored in the past. A court is established in Halifax, Nova Scotia, that 
will have jurisdiction over all of the American colonies in trade matters.

1764 - The Currency Act prohibits the colonists from issuing any legal tender paper money. This act threatens 
to destabilize the entire colonial economy of both the industrial North and agricultural South, thus uniting the 
colonists against it.

1764 - In May, at a town meeting in Boston, James Otis raises the issue of taxation without representation and 
urges a united response to the recent acts imposed by England. In July, Otis publishes "The Rights of the British 
Colonies Asserted and Proved." In August, Boston merchants begin a boycott of British luxury goods.

1765 - In March, the Stamp Act is passed by the English Parliament imposing the first direct tax on the American 
colonies, to offset the high costs of the British military organization in America. Thus for the first time in the 150 
year old history of the British colonies in America, the Americans will pay tax not to their own local legislatures 
in America, but directly to England.

Under the Stamp Act, all printed materials are taxed, including; newspapers, pamphlets, bills, legal documents, 
licenses, almanacs, dice and playing cards. The American colonists quickly unite in opposition, led by the most 
influential segments of colonial society - lawyers, publishers, land owners, ship builders and merchants - who are 
most affected by the Act, which is scheduled to go into effect on November 1.

1765 - Also in March, the Quartering Act requires colonists to house British troops and supply them with food.

1765 - In May, in Virginia, Patrick Henry presents seven Virginia Resolutions to the House of Burgesses claiming 
that only the Virginia assembly can legally tax Virginia residents, saying, "If this be treason, make the most of it." 
Also in May, the first medical school in America is founded, in Philadelphia.

1765 - In July, the Sons of Liberty, an underground organization opposed to the Stamp Act, is formed in a num-
ber of colonial towns. Its members use violence and intimidation to eventually force all of the British stamp 
agents to resign and also stop many American merchants from ordering British trade goods.

1765 - August 26, a mob in Boston attacks the home of Thomas Hutchinson, Chief Justice of Massachusetts, as 
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Hutchinson and his family narrowly escape.

1765 - In October, the Stamp Act Congress convenes in New York City, with representatives from nine of the col-
onies. The Congress prepares a resolution to be sent to King George III and the English Parliament. The petition 
requests the repeal of the Stamp Act and the Acts of 1764. The petition asserts that only colonial legislatures can 
tax colonial residents and that taxation without representation violates the colonists' basic civil rights.

1765 - On November 1, most daily business and legal transactions in the colonies cease as the Stamp Act goes 
into effect with nearly all of the colonists refusing to use the stamps. In New York City, violence breaks out as a 
mob burns the royal governor in effigy, harasses British troops, then loots houses.

1765 - In December, British General Thomas Gage, commander of all English military forces in America, asks 
the New York assembly to make colonists comply with the Quartering Act and house and supply his troops. Also 
in December, the American boycott of English imports spreads, as over 200 Boston merchants join the move-
ment.

1766 - In January, the New York assembly refuses to completely comply with Gen. Gage's request to enforce the 
Quartering Act.

1766 - In March, King George III signs a bill repealing the Stamp Act after much debate in the English Parlia-
ment, which included an appearance by Ben Franklin arguing for repeal and warning of a possible revolution in 
the American colonies if the Stamp Act was enforced by the British military.

1766 - On the same day it repealed the Stamp Act, the English Parliament passes the Declaratory Act stating that 
the British government has total power to legislate any laws governing the American colonies in all cases whatso-
ever.

1766 - In April, news of the repeal of the Stamp Act results in celebrations in the colonies and a relaxation of the 
boycott of imported English trade goods.

1766 - In August, violence breaks out in New York between British soldiers and armed colonists, including Sons 
of Liberty members. The violence erupts as a result of the continuing refusal of New York colonists to comply 
with the Quartering Act. In December, the New York legislature is suspended by the English Crown after once 
again voting to refuse to comply with the Act.

1767 - In June, The English Parliament passes the Townshend Revenue Acts, imposing a new series of taxes on 
the colonists to offset the costs of administering and protecting the American colonies. Items taxed include im-
ports such as paper, tea, glass, lead and paints. The Act also establishes a colonial board of customs commission-
ers in Boston. In October, Bostonians decide to reinstate a boycott of English luxury items.

1768 - In February, Samuel Adams of Massachusetts writes a Circular Letter opposing taxation without represen-
tation and calling for the colonists to unite in their actions against the British government. The letter is sent to 
assemblies throughout the colonies and also instructs them on the methods the Massachusetts general court is 
using to oppose the Townshend Acts.

1768 - In April, England's Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lord Hillsborough, orders colonial governors to 
stop their own assemblies from endorsing Adams' circular letter. Hillsborough also orders the governor of Mas-
sachusetts to dissolve the general court if the Massachusetts assembly does not revoke the letter. By month's end, 
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the assemblies of New Hampshire, Connecticut and New Jersey have endorsed the letter.

1768 - In May, a British warship armed with 50 cannons sails into Boston harbor after a call for help from cus-
tom commissioners who are constantly being harassed by Boston agitators. In June, a customs official is locked 
up in the cabin of the Liberty, a sloop owned by John Hancock. Imported wine is then unloaded illegally into 
Boston without payment of duties. Following this incident, customs officials seize Hancock's sloop. After threats 
of violence from Bostonians, the customs officials escape to an island off Boston, then request the intervention of 
British troops.

1768 - In July, the governor of Massachusetts dissolves the general court after the legislature defies his order to 
revoke Adams' circular letter. In August, in Boston and New York, merchants agree to boycott most British goods 
until the Townshend Acts are repealed. In September, at a town meeting in Boston, residents are urged to arm 
themselves. Later in September, English warships sail into Boston Harbor, then two regiments of English infantry 
land in Boston and set up permanent residence to keep order.

1769 - In March, merchants in Philadelphia join the boycott of British trade goods. In May, a set of resolutions 
written by George Mason is presented by George Washington to the Virginia House of Burgesses. The Virginia 
Resolves oppose taxation without representation, the British opposition to the circular letters, and British plans 
to possibly send American agitators to England for trial. Ten days later, the Royal governor of Virginia dissolves 
the House of Burgesses. However, its members meet the next day in a Williamsburg tavern and agree to a boycott 
of British trade goods, luxury items and slaves.

1769 - In July, in the territory of California, San Diego is founded by Franciscan Friar Juniper Serra. In October, 
the boycott of English goods spreads to New Jersey, Rhode Island, and then North Carolina.

1770 - The population of the American colonies reaches 2,210,000 persons.

1770 - Violence erupts in January between members of the Sons of Liberty in New York and 40 British soldiers 
over the posting of broadsheets by the British. Several men are seriously wounded.

March 5, 1770 - The Boston Massacre occurs as a mob harasses British soldiers who then fire their muskets point 
blank into the crowd, killing three instantly, mortally wounding two others and injuring six. After the incident, 
the new Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, at the insistence of Sam Adams, withdraws 
British troops out of Boston to nearby harbor islands. The captain of the British soldiers, Thomas Preston, is then 
arrested along with eight of his men and charged with murder.

1770 - In April, the Townshend Acts are repealed by the British. All duties on imports into the colonies are elimi-
nated except for tea. Also, the Quartering Act is not renewed.

1770 - In October, trial begins for the British soldiers arrested after the Boston Massacre. Colonial lawyers John 
Adams and Josiah Quincy successfully defend Captain Preston and six of his men, who are acquitted. Two other 
soldiers are found guilty of manslaughter, branded, then released.

1772 - In June, a British customs schooner, the Gaspee, runs aground off Rhode Island in Narragansett Bay. 
Colonists from Providence row out to the schooner and attack it, set the British crew ashore, then burn the ship. 
In September, a 500 pound reward is offered by the English Crown for the capture of those colonists, who would 
then be sent to England for trial. The announcement that they would be sent to England further upsets many 
American colonists.
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1772 - In November, a Boston town meeting assembles, called by Sam Adams. During the meeting, a 21 member 
committee of correspondence is appointed to communicate with other towns and colonies. A few weeks later, the 
town meeting endorses three radical proclamations asserting the rights of the colonies to self-rule.

1773 - In March, the Virginia House of Burgesses appoints an eleven member committee of correspondence to 
communicate with the other colonies regarding common complaints against the British. Members of that com-
mittee include, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry and Richard Henry Lee. Virginia is followed a few months later 
by New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut and South Carolina.

1773 - May 10, the Tea Act takes effect. It maintains a threepenny per pound import tax on tea arriving in the 
colonies, which had already been in effect for six years. It also gives the near bankrupt British East India Compa-
ny a virtual tea monopoly by allowing it to sell directly to colonial agents, bypassing any middlemen, thus under-
selling American merchants. The East India Company had successfully lobbied Parliament for such a measure. 
In September, Parliament authorizes the company to ship half a million pounds of tea to a group of chosen tea 
agents.

1773 - In October, colonists hold a mass meeting in Philadelphia in opposition to the tea tax and the monopoly 
of the East India Company. A committee then forces British tea agents to resign their positions. In November, a 
town meeting is held in Boston endorsing the actions taken by Philadelphia colonists. Bostonians then try, but 
fail, to get their British tea agents to resign. A few weeks later, three ships bearing tea sail into Boston harbor.

1773 - November 29/30, two mass meetings occur in Boston over what to do about the tea aboard the three ships 
now docked in Boston harbor. Colonists decide to send the tea on the ship, Dartmouth, back to England with-
out paying any import duties. The Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Hutchinson, is opposed to this and orders 
harbor officials not to let the ship sail out of the harbor unless the tea taxes have been paid.

December 16, 1773 - About 8000 Bostonians gather to hear Sam Adams tell them Royal Governor Hutchinson 
has repeated his command not to allow the ships out of the harbor until the tea taxes are paid. That night, the 
Boston Tea Party occurs as colonial activists disguise themselves as Mohawk Indians then board the ships and 
dump all 342 containers of tea into the harbor.

1774 - In March, an angry English Parliament passes the first of a series of Coercive Acts (called Intolerable Acts 
by Americans) in response to the rebellion in Massachusetts. The Boston Port Bill effectively shuts down all com-
mercial shipping in Boston harbor until Massachusetts pays the taxes owed on the tea dumped in the harbor and 
also reimburses the East India Company for the loss of the tea.

1774 - May 12, Bostonians at a town meeting call for a boycott of British imports in response to the Boston Port 
Bill. May 13, General Thomas Gage, commander of all British military forces in the colonies, arrives in Boston 
and replaces Hutchinson as Royal governor, putting Massachusetts under military rule. He is followed by the 
arrival of four regiments of British troops.

1774 - May 17-23, colonists in Providence, New York and Philadelphia begin calling for an intercolonial congress 
to overcome the Coercive Acts and discuss a common course of action against the British.

1774 - May 20, The English Parliament enacts the next series of Coercive Acts, which include the Massachusetts 
Regulating Act and the Government Act virtually ending any self-rule by the colonists there. Instead, the English 
Crown and the Royal governor assume political power formerly exercised by colonists. Also enacted; the Admin-
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istration of Justice Act which protects royal officials in Massachusetts from being sued in colonial courts, and the 
Quebec Act establishing a centralized government in Canada controlled by the Crown and English Parliament. 
The Quebec Act greatly upsets American colonists by extending the southern boundary of Canada into territo-
ries claimed by Massachusetts, Connecticut and Virginia.

1774 - In June, a new version of the 1765 Quartering Act is enacted by the English Parliament requiring all of 
the American colonies to provide housing for British troops in occupied houses and taverns and in unoccupied 
buildings. In September, Massachusetts Governor Gage seizes that colony's arsenal of weapons at Charlestown.

1774 - September 5 to October 26, the First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia with 56 delegates, rep-
resenting every colony, except Georgia. Attendants include Patrick Henry, George Washington, Sam Adams and 
John Hancock.

On September 17, the Congress declares its opposition to the Coercive Acts, saying they are "not to be obeyed," 
and also promotes the formation of local militia units. On October 14, a Declaration and Resolves is adopted 
that opposes the Coercive Acts, the Quebec Act, and other measure taken by the British that undermine self-
rule. The rights of the colonists are asserted, including the rights to "life, liberty and property." On October 20, 
the Congress adopts the Continental Association in which delegates agree to a boycott of English imports, effect 
an embargo of exports to Britain, and discontinue the slave trade.

1775 - February 1, in Cambridge, Mass., a provincial congress is held during which John Hancock and Joseph 
Warren begin defensive preparations for a state of war. February 9, the English Parliament declares Massachu-
setts to be in a state of rebellion. March 23, in Virginia, Patrick Henry delivers a speech against British rule, 
stating, "Give me liberty or give me death!" March 30, the New England Restraining Act is endorsed by King 
George III, requiring New England colonies to trade exclusively with England and also bans fishing in the North 
Atlantic.

1775 - In April, Massachusetts Governor Gage is ordered to enforce the Coercive Acts and suppress "open rebel-
lion" among the colonists by all necessary force.


