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3rd Grade Inquiry

Why Did It Take So Long For 
Michigan To Become A State?

Supporting Questions
1.  What challenges did Michigan pioneers face.
2.  Why did more pioneers begin to settle in Michigan
3.  What did Michigan still need to do to become a state.
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3rd Grade Inquiry

Why Did it Take So Long For Michigan To Become a State?
Michigan Content 
Expectations:

Staging the 
Compelling 
Question:

Supporting Question 1

Formative Performance 
Task

Featured Sources

Supporting Question 2

Formative Performance 
Task

Featured Sources

Supporting Question 3

Formative Performance 
Task

Featured Sources

Summative 
Performance Task

Argument:  Why did it take so long for Michigan to become a state?  In the 
Summative Performance Task, students address the issue  supporting their answers 
with evidence. Students may write an essay, create a multi-media presentation, etc. to 
craft a claim that is supported by evidence. 

3- H3.0.5: Use informational text and visual data to compare how American Indians and settlers in the 
early history of Michigan adapted to, used, and modified their environment.  
3 - H3.0.7: Use a variety of primary and secondary sources to construct a historical narrative about daily 
life in the early settlements of Michigan (pre-statehood). 
3 – H3.0.1: Identify questions historians ask in examining the past in Michigan (e.g., What happened? 
When did it happen? Who was involved? How and why did it happen?)  
3 - H3.0.3: Describe the causal relationships between three events in Michigan’s past (e.g., Erie Canal, 
more people came, statehood).  
3 - H3.0.9: Describe how Michigan attained statehood.

Show distorted map of Michigan and ask students what they think it is and why. After 
giving students a minute to study the map, allow them to guess what it is and why it 
looks that way. 

What challenges did Michi-
gan pioneers face?

Why did more pioneers begin 
to settle in Michigan?

What did Michigan still need 
to become a state?

Present findings about pio-
neer challenges from Seeking 
Michigan article.

Make a time line of Michigan’s 
road to statehood.

Continue the time line of 
Michigan’s road to statehood.

Pioneer Life Article
Pioneer Home Video
Distorted Map of Michigan
Log Cabin Quilt Read Aloud

Map of Erie Canal
Erie Canal Video
Erie Canal Song
Erie Canal Article
Steamboat Video

Stevens T. Mason Article
Stevens T. Mason Video
Toledo War Article
Toledo Strip Map
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Staging the Compelling Question
Show students the distorted map of Michigan, and ask them what they think it is a map of. Give them a minute 
to think and discuss. Share with them that it is a map of Michigan. Zoom in to see what is labeled and discuss 
the importance of knowing where the rivers and Native Americans are located.

https://mapgeeks.org/michigan/#!enviragallery207391-207384
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Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source A

http://seekingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/mitten_pioneer-life.pdf
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Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source B

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgCixNnXrvk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgCixNnXrvk
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Supporting Question 1 - Featured Source C
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Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source A

https://www.google.com/search?q=erie+canal+for+kids&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0a-
hUKEwjurOmdvovfAhWH7YMKHVevC_wQ_AUIDygC&biw=1440&bih=772#imgrc=X2FQ0ucNOr3TAM:
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Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source B

http://seekingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/mitten_pioneer-life.pdf
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Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcNJ2RMOd3U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcNJ2RMOd3U
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Supporting Question 2 - Featured Source C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI

Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI
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Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source A
Full Article available by clicking below.  
Source:  http://seekingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/mitten_toledo-war.pdf

http://seekingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/mitten_toledo-war.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI
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Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source B

https://josephkaminski.org/2015/12/26/michigan-vs-ohio-the-toledo-war/

Supporting Question 3 - Featured Source C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhDVEBpqpfo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhDVEBpqpfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRfWuOwX5UI

