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Chapter 2
 

What does it 

look like to be 

responsible?
 

1. How can we be responsible at school? 

2. How can we be responsible at home? 

3. What does it mean to be independent? 



This chapter is all about responsibility.  It is a great extension of 
the first chapter on the need for rules. We recommend keeping 
these chapters together as you move through your social studies 
units. 

As with every chapter in this book, we recommend making the 
compelling question a transparent part of your daily instruction 
by writing it on the board and referring back to it as part of your 
daily instruction. Students begin their exploration of the term 
responsibility by discussing ways that they can be responsible at 
both home and school. A simple drag and drop activity called 
classroom cleanup may be simplistic - but having students 
practice cleaning up this animated classroom helps reinforce this 
same idea in their physical classroom. 

We conclude this chapter with a discussion on what it means to 
be independent. Children gain different levels of independence 
as they age. It is important to talk about how independence and 
responsibility go hand in hand. 
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Section 1 

How can we be responsible at school? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY For the Teacher: 

1. How can we be responsible at school? K-C5.0.1 - Describe situations in which they demonstrated self-discipline and 
2. How can we be responsible at home? individual responsibility. 

3. What does it mean to be independent? 

WORDS TO INTRODUCE: 

responsible 
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Teacher Directions 
After explaining and defining the word 
Responsibility, have students work 
together to come up with a list of 
responsibilities at school.  Make a 
classroom chart of these 
responsibilities. 

Teacher Directions 
This interactive involves a messy 
art desk! All the objects on the 
table are draggable.  Have kids 
work together to identify what 
goes where. 

Teacher Directions 
At the end of this section we give 
kids several different scenarios.  
This is a great opportunity to stop 
and talk to kids about how to act 
responsibly. 



         
           

         

Sometimes you are at home. Sometimes you are at 
school. No matter where you are, you need to be
responsible. What do you think the word responsible 
means? 
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Being responsible means to make good choices that
help yourself and others. 
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At school, we have responsibilities. What
are some responsibilities we have at
school? 

Let’s make a list of our responsibilities at
school. 
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In the classroom, following the rules is a way to be
responsible. When you follow the rules, you can learn
and so can the other children. Another way to be
responsible is to do your best work. 
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When you put away the things that you use, you are
showing responsibility. What are some things that you
use and take care of in your classroom? 
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Interactive 2.1 Classroom Cleanup
 

It’s time to clean up the classroom. Put the paint supplies 
and pencils back where they belong. 
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In the cafeteria, you take your lunch to a table and eat
with your friends. When you are done eating, what
should you do to be responsible? 
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When you are on the playground, it is time to have fun
with your friends. What is a way you can be responsible
on the playground? 
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Following the rules on the playground helps keep
everyone safe. It also helps us get along with each other. 
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Many children ride a bus to school. The bus driver’s 
responsibility is to drive the bus safely. How can you be 
responsible on the bus? 
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Section 2 

How can we be responsible at home? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we be responsible at school?

2. How can we be responsible at home?

3. What does it mean to be independent?

WORDS TO INTRODUCE: 

respect 

chores 

For the Teacher: 

K-C5.0.1 - Describe situations in which they demonstrated self-discipline and
individual responsibility.

66 

Teacher Directions 
Little Mandy Manners - Being 
Responsible - play this video for 
students and discuss what it means to 
be responsible 

Teacher Directions 
The series of pages in the middle 
of this section ask students to 
think about ways to be 
responsible.  Use this to introduce 
the words respect and chores and 
discuss with students. 

Teacher Directions 
These optional videos at the end 
emphasize what respect at home 
and school mean. 



     
   

     
  

   

    

When you are at home,

you have responsibilities.

What are some 
responsibilities you have
at home? 

Turn and talk with a friend.
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Interactive 2.2 Being Responsible
 

Let’s make a list of our responsibilities at
home. 
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At home, following the rules is a way to be responsible.

When you follow the rules, you show respect for your 

family. 
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Just like at school, a way to be responsible at home is to
put away things that you use. What are some things that
you use and take care of at home? 
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At home, you may have jobs or chores to do. Some kids 
make their bed. Some kids help wash dishes. Some kids 
help with laundry. What is a job or chore you have at 
home? 
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Before you come to school in the morning, you have
some responsibilities. You need to get dressed and put
your shoes on. 
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You need to brush your teeth. You need to get your 
backpack ready. What else do you need to do before you 
come to school? 
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Interactive 2.3 Respect at Home Interactive 2.4 Respect at School
 

Let’s learn more about respect at home and school!
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Section 3 

What does it mean to be independent? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we be responsible at school? 

2. How can we be responsible at home? 

3. What does it mean to be independent? 

WORDS TO INTRODUCE: 

independent 

For the Teacher: 

K-C5.0.1 - Describe situations in which they demonstrated self-discipline and 
individual responsibility. 
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Teacher Directions 
This section introduces the word 
“Independent” - talk with students 
about what it means to be independent. 

Teacher Directions 
The section (and chapter) ends 
with students talking about what it 
means to be independent and 
coming up with a list. Write this 
list on chart paper and hang it in 
the room. 

Teacher Directions 
What does it mean to be 
responsible?  Revisit the 
compelling question for this 
chapter once you have finished all 
three sections and have students 
answer the question by writing 
simple sentences and illustrating 
examples responsibility. 



         
  

      

When you are being responsible, you are also being
independent. Independent means doing things by 
yourself without needing someone to help you. 
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           When you put on your coat and zip it, you are being
independent. 
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When you pick up your toys and put them away, you are
being independent and responsible. 
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When you clean up your area after snack time, you are
also being independent and responsible. 
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What are some other ways you are independent at
school? What are some other ways you are independent
at home? 

Turn and talk with a friend. Let’s make a list of ways we
are independent 
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