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Chapter 7

What Legacy of the
Ancient World Has
the Greatest Impact
on Modern life?
1. How can you Identify public policy issues related to global
topics and issues studied?
2. How can you clearly state the issue as a question of public
policy orally or in written form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to acquire content
knowledge and appropriate data about the issue?
4. Can you identify the causes and consequences and analyze the
impact, both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of research and issue
analysis in group discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay justifying the position with
a reasoned argument?
7. How can you Develop an action plan to address or inform
others about the issue at the local to global scales?

Section 1

Introduction to Public Discourse
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

Get Prepared

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

Before you begin the journey of making a diﬀerence, there are a few vocabulary

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?

words that you need to understand. Click on the link below to see the words with
the deﬁnition and click on the vocabulary game to practice them.

Interactive 7.1 Vocabulary
Google Sheet (With Quizlet)

4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?

Click on the link to see the words
with the deﬁnition and click on the
vocabulary game to practice
them.

7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?
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Get Inspired
War, poverty, environmental

Get Started

Interactive 7.2 Get Inspired

disasters, lack of resources, the

Step 1- Identifying the problem
What enduring issue(s) from Ancient History are still signiﬁcant

struggle for power, and the

today?

quest for freedom and rights
have been the common threads

1. How can you identify public policy issues related to global

throughout history. These

topics and issues studied?

issues are still the core of the
modern world’s agenda in
hopes of improving the lives of

Get inspired by watching what a
few others have done:

all humans. In this unit you are
going to identify a signiﬁcant
issue that is still plaguing the world today, research the issue,
write a persuasive essay that presents your solution to the

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a question of
public policy orally or in written form?
The ﬁrst step in solving a problem is to clearly identify it using
accurate evidence to back up your claim(s). It also helps that you
pick an issue you feel passionate about solving.

problem you investigated, and, ﬁnally create a campaign to put
your solution into action. Basically, you are going to witness what
a positive diﬀerence you can make in the world!

Image source: Shutterstock
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When people identify problems in their neighborhoods, cities,
states, nation, and even the world that they can’t solve by
themselves, they write proposals that present solutions. These

Interactive 7.5 Students as
Problem Solvers

solutions can be enacted by citizen groups, lawmakers, oﬃcials,
and government employees. Proposals can also suggest a
change in an existing rule or law that is ineﬀective. Writing a
proposal to solve a problem involves deﬁning the problem,
including its causes and eﬀects, as well as explaining the
potential solution and why this solution is feasible. But before
you can write a proposal, you have to prove there is truly a
problem by gathering evidence of it.
Brainstorming problems and ideas to investigate - Use the
following widgets to help you identify your problem for study!

Interactive 7.3 Build Africa

State the problem you would like
to research and solve. Possible
problems that existed in Ancient
History that are still relevant today:
Sustainable Agriculture, Lack of
Clean Water, Poverty, Conﬂicts,
Lack of Rights (Discrimination).

Interactive 7.4
Brainstorming Activity
(Google Doc)

Learn more in this video.
War, poverty, environmental problems, lack
of resources, the struggle for power, and the
quest for freedom and rights have been the
common threads throughout history. These
issues are still the core of the modern
world’s agenda in hopes of improving the
lives of all humans.
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Section 2

Sourcing
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

Your next step is to begin ﬁnding the research necessary to conduct your

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

investigation. The Google Document below is designed to help walk you through
this important step!

Interactive 7.6 Sourcing

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?
4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?
7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?
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Section 3

How to Paraphrase And Take Notes From Sources
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

Once you have determined that your sources are reliable, you can begin

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

paraphrasing and quoting the important information. Follow the 7 steps below as

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?
4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?

you practice paraphrasing.

7 Steps to Eﬀective Paraphrasing
(adapted from Purdue University’s OWL site)
1.

Reread the original quotation until you

understand its full meaning.
2.

Set aside the original quotation.

5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?

3.

Write your paraphrase on a note card.

6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?

-

change the order of ideas

-

change the structure of sentences

-

use synonyms for keywords

7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?

Interactive 7.7
Paraphrasing Activity

4.

Label your note card with keywords or phrases to indicate the subject,

purpose, and importance of your paraphrase.
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5.

Check your version against the original quotation to

make sure that your version accurately expresses all the
important information.
6.

Use quotation marks to identify any terms or phrases

you have borrowed exactly from the source.
7.

Record the source on your note card so you can easily

credit it if you decide to use it in your writing piece.
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Section 4

What is Your Solution?
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

The next step is to create a feasible solution or a solution that can be

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

accomplished by you or with your help. Remember your solution does not have to

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?
4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?
7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?

involve money! When you work on your solution, research solutions that are
already working that you could help with.
Writing a Problem Solving Essay
Problem-Solution Essay Outline

Interactive 7.8 What is
Your Solution?

Paragraph 1: Introduction
1.

Attention Getter – could be a startling statistic/

fact, an anecdote, quote, rhetorical question
2.

Explanation of attention getter

3.

Thesis statement- (last sentence- explains what

the entire paper will be about) A thesis has three parts: a statement of the problem,
consequence(s) of the problem, and solution(s) for the problem.
Paragraph 2: The Problem
1.

Topic Sentence – Deﬁne problem
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1.

Describe

2.

Examples

1.

Summary statement

3.

Who aﬀected

2.

Relate to the world today or future

1.

Topic Sentence – Causes/history of the problem

3.

Call to action/ﬁnal thought

2.

•

Where/how it originated

•

Causes

Paragraph 4: Conclusion

Interactive 7.9 Outlining
and Problem Solving

Interactive 7.10 WriteFix
Example

Topic Sentence – Seriousness/Consequences
•

Negative eﬀects

•

How serious

•

Consequences

Transition sentence to lead into the solution.
Paragraph 3: The Solution
1.

Overview of Solution
•

Details

•

Evidence that your solution will work

183

Section 5

How to Debate and Pitch Your Solution
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

You now will be pitching your idea to your classmates, teacher, and possibly other

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

adults. After everyone has done their presentation, your class will vote for one

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?

proposal to be put into action. When you pitch your idea, you are now taking your
written proposal and from it creating a verbal proposal. This is not always an easy
thing to do for most people, but being prepared and practicing will help with your
proposal pitch. Here is a guide on how to make the perfect presentation.

Interactive 7.11 Guide to
Pitching

Interactive 7.13 Planning
your Pitch (Google Doc)

4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?
7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?
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Section 6

Create an Action Plan
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

The next step is to create an action plan. The Google Doc below will be very

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

useful in this regard.

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?
3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?

Interactive 7.14 Create an
Action Plan

4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?
6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?
7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?
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Section 7

Student Examples and Additional Resources
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

Included are some examples of projects completed by students undertaking this

1. How can you identify public policy issues
related to global topics and issues studied?

same project.

2. How can you clearly state the issue as a
question of public policy orally or in written
form?

Interactive 7.15 Make a
Diﬀerence

3. What inquiry methods do you need to
acquire content knowledge and appropriate
data about the issue?
4. Can you identify the causes and
consequences and analyze the impact,
both positive and negative?
5. How can you share and discuss ﬁndings of
research and issue analysis in group
discussions and debates?

See how one of the author’s
student teams completed their
legacy project.

6. How can you persuade with an essay
justifying the position with a reasoned
argument?
7. How can you develop an action plan to
address or inform others about the issue at
the local to global scales?
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Students invited a state trooper to give advice to teenagers about
impaired and distracted driving.

Students donated food to a local agency that helps feed 7500
area children sack suppers each night.
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Additional Resources
How to make a diﬀerence? Here are more resources for public
service projects, local government agencies, and major relief
organizations.

Interactive 7.16 Additional
Resources

Students volunteered their time to help out children and families
at a local festival.
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