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Chapter 3

What Does 
Michigan’s 
Government Do?

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a state 
government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?



You have learned that there are different areas of social studies. You 
have learned about geography. You have also learned about 
economics. In this chapter you will learn about civics. You will 
discover that civics is the study of government. It is also the study of 
the role people play in government. But, wait! What is government? 

Section 1

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a 
state government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?

TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE

civics:  The study of government and the role 
people play in government

government:  a system of laws and leaders that 
helps keeps people safe and protects their rights

rights: things a person is entitled to have or to 
do

local Government: the government of a 
community

state government: the government of one of the 
50 states

public services: things that a government does 
for people 

Why do People Need Governments?
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Work with a partner and make a list of words that come to mind 
when you think of the word ‘government.’

Interactive 3.1 
Government Words

Click here to see some 
‘Government Words’.  Circle any 
word in your list that matches one 
of the words in the Interactive

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/GovernmentWords.html


What is Government?

Government is a system of laws and leaders that 
helps keep people safe and protects their rights. You 
probably learned about your local government in 
second grade. This is the government of your 
community. In this chapter you will learn about your 
state government. But first, let’s look at the planet of 
Herbertia. Let’s see what kind of government it has.

What did you think about the decision of the 
Freedomians to have no government on their planet? 
Was it a good idea? Why or why not? Without a 
government there would be no laws. What problems 
might this cause? Without a government no one would 
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Michigan’s State Capitol in Lansing, Michigan

Source:https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Michigan_state_capitol.jpg

Interactive 3.2 Herbertia and 
Freedomia

Click here to learn about the government on 
the planet of Herbertia. 

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Herbertia.html


be in charge. What problems might this cause? Would 
people feel safe on Freedomia? Why or why not? 

What Happened on the Planet of Freedomia?

As you probably guessed things did not go 
well on Freedomia without a government. 

Since there were no laws people did just 
what they wanted to do. They flew 

as fast as they wanted in their 
little spaceships. 
Therefore, they were 

always flying into each other. If 
they liked something another 

Freedomian, had they just took it. 
When there was a shortage of food on 
Freedomia they couldn’t find a way to work together to 
solve the problem. 

Writing Assignment: Write a short 
paragraph explaining why or why not you think 
Freedomia should have a government. Give two 
reasons for your answer.

What Do Governments Do?

The Freedomians seem to need a government! People 
on Earth discovered long ago that their communities 
needed a government. They also discovered that their 
states and their countries needed a government, too.

Governments keep places 
safe. They do this by 
making laws and enforcing 
laws. Governments provide 
public services. These are 
things governments do for 
people like fixing roads. 
Governments help solve 
problems. Governments 
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Interactive 3.3 Purposes of 
Government

Click here to review the purposes 
of government

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/PurposesOfGovernment.html


also protect people’s rights. These are the purposes of 
government. These are the reasons people need 
governments.

How Does the Government of Michigan Carry Out 
the Purposes of Government?
Local, or community, governments have police 
departments. The state government of Michigan also 
has a police department. Think about the purposes of 
government. What purposes of government do the 
Michigan State Police help carry out?
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Purposes 
of Government

To	keep	people

_____________

To	make	and	enforce

__________________

To	provide

_____________

To	help	solve

_____________

To	protect

_____________
problems

laws services

rights

safe

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/
2006_Michigan_State_Police_Dodge_Charger_1.jpg



If you guessed all five purposes you are right! The 
Michigan State Police help carry out all the purposes 
of government. Here is why:

•	 The State Police help keep people safe.

•	 The State Police help enforce laws.

•	 The State Police are a service the state 
government provides.

•	 The State Police can help solve problems in the 
state such as too many people speeding on roads.

•	 The State Police try to protect people’s rights.  For 
example, they can investigate when someone’s 
property has been stolen.

How Does the Government of Michigan Pay for the 
Services it Provides?

State police officers have to be paid. State police cars 
have to be bought. How does the government of 
Michigan pay for these things? Where does it get the 
money? Click the Interactive to find out!

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Civics is the study of government and the role people 
play in government. Communities, all fifty states and 
our country all have governments. People need 
governments for many reasons. Governments keep 
people safe. Governments make and enforce laws. 
Governments provide services. Governments help 
solve problems. Governments help protect people’s 
rights.
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Interactive 3.4 Paying for 
Services

Click here to see how the 
government of Michigan earns 
money so it can provide services.

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/PayingForGovernmentServices.html


You have learned that we need governments for many reasons. 
Governments keep people safe. Governments make and enforce 
laws. Governments provide services. Governments help solve 
problems. Governments help protect people’s rights. But why do we 
need to have a local government in our community and a state 
government? Couldn’t we have just a local government? Or maybe 
we could have just a state government? Read on to find out why we 
need both!

Section 2

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a 
state government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?

TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE

levels of government:  local, state and national 
governments

national government: the government of our 
country

Why Do We Need Local Governments and a State 
Government?
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What do you think? Do we need a local government in our 
community and a state government? Why or why not?



Levels of Government

In our country we have three levels of government. 
One level is our local, or community, government. One 
level is our state of Michigan government. One level is 
our national government. That is the government of 
our country. Each level helps people solve problems. 
But are the problems the same or different? Click the 
Interactive to find out.

Local and State Services

You learned in the Interactive that different levels of 
government often solve different kinds of problems. 
But do they provide different services? Think about 
police protection. What level provides that? You 
learned about the Michigan State Police in the last 
section. Therefore, you know that the state 
government provides police protection. What about 
your community? Does it have a police department? 
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Interactive 3.5 Levels of 
Government

Click here to see learn more about 
the levels of government

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/LevelsOfGvt3rd.html


Most communities have a police department. So, both 
levels provide police protection. 

But how might it be different? Your local police 
department is in charge of traffic on your community 
roads. The Michigan State Police are in charge of 
traffic on state roads. You can see now why we need 
both levels! There are lots of roads that connect 
communities but are not inside a community. Without 
the Michigan State Police who would keep people safe 
on these roads?

Some services are provided just by local governments. 
Fire departments are an example. Other services are 
provided just by our state government. Taking care of 
the Mackinac Bridge would be an example.

Local and State Laws

There are over 2000 communities in Michigan. Each 
one has its own local government. Each one makes its 
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own local laws. The state government of Michigan also 
makes laws. That’s a lot of laws! Wouldn’t’ it be 
simpler if the state government of Michigan made all 
the laws?

Detroit is a very big city in Michigan with lots 
of cars and people. It has many parking lots. It has 
many places to park along streets. It has places where 
you aren’t supposed to park. For these reasons Detroit 
has many parking laws. 

Boon is a tiny town in Michigan. It only has about 700 
people. Do you think Boon has a lot of parking laws? 
Probably not! It doesn’t need them. 

Imagine if we dropped all our community laws. Then, 
we let the state government of Michigan make all the 
laws. If the state government made a lot of parking 
laws, Boon wouldn’t need them. What If the state 
government didn’t make any parking laws? There 
would be a lot of parking problems in Detroit!. 
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What do you think?  Should the state government of 
Michigan make all the laws?  Why or why not?

Detroit, Michigan - Image source:  Shutterstock

Boon Michigan, Township Hall.  Image source:  Dave Johnson



Because communities can be very different they often 
need different kinds of laws. That is why communities 
need to make their own laws.

But, wait! Why not let just local governments make 
laws? Why do we need state laws too? 

Think about adoption. To protect children and families 
there are many adoption laws. What level of 
government makes these laws? If you guessed the 
state government you are right! People believe 
adoption laws should be the same anywhere in 
Michigan. If communities made adoption laws they 
might be different. So it looks like we need local laws 
and state laws!

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

You have learned that we need 
local governments and our state 
government! Although both 
levels solve problems, the 
problems can be different. Local 
governments solve community 
problems. Our Michigan state 
government solves state problems. Both levels also 
make laws. We need local laws because our 
communities can be so different. We need state laws 
because some laws need to be the same everywhere 
in the state. In fourth grade you will learn about our 
national government. You will learn about the kinds of 
laws it makes. You will also learn about the kinds of 
problems it solves.

98

What do you think?  Do we need state laws?  Why 
or why not?

Interactive 3.6 What Level 
should Make the Laws

What level should make these 
laws? Click here to find out.

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/WhoShouldMakeLaws3rd.html


You have learned that we need local governments and our state 
government. Now it is time to learn more about our state 
government! But first, let’s go back to the planet of Freedomia

Section 3

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a 
state government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?

TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE

representative government: people elect 
representatives to make laws for them and be 
their leaders

elect: to choose someone by voting

republic: a government where people hold the 
power of government and choose leaders to 
make laws and decisions for them

What is Representative Government?
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Interactive 3.7 Freedomia

Review the story of Freedomia 
here!

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Freedomia1.html


A Government for Freeedomia!

The Freedomians decided they needed a 
government. But they did not want a 

government like the one they had 
on the planet of Herbertia. King 
Herbert was in charge of that 

government. He made the laws. He 
made the decisions. Nobody else had 

a voice in the government. Nobody else had any 
power.

The Freedomians decided that all the adults on the 
planet of Freedomia would become the government! 
Together they would have the power to make the laws. 
Together they would have the power to make 
decisions. Herbertia had a government with one 
king. Freedomia had a government with four 
thousand Freedomians!

Problems with the Freedomian Government

All four thousand adult Freedomians met to try and 
make some laws. They had to bring their children with 
them. That added another four thousand to the 
meeting. They had to meet outside because they 
didn’t have a room big enough to hold everybody. 
They quickly ran out of chairs. Some people had to sit 
on the ground. Some people had to stand up. They 
were all squished together trying to hear each other. 
Babies were crying. People began to shout at each 
other. It started to rain!  The government was not 
working! They had to come up with another plan.
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Do you think the government of Freedomia will 
work? Why or why not?

Find two partners and work together to come up with 
another plan for a Freedomian government. Write 
your plan down and be ready to share it with other 



What was your plan for the Freedomian government? 
What did the Freedomians do? What kind of 
government did they try next? Click the Interactive to 
find out!

The Freedomians chose six people to be the 
government. They gave them the power to make the 

laws and the decisions. What do you think of their 
plan?

Representative Government

In our country we are a lot like the Freedomians. We 
like to have a voice in government. We believe people 
should have the power of government. But we have a 
similar problem. There are too many of us in our 
communities to become our local government. There 
are way too many of us to become our state of 
Michigan government. There are way, way too many of 
us to become the national government of our country. 
So we choose leaders just like the Freedomians did. 
They speak for us in government. They 
represent us. When people elect 
representatives to make laws for them 
and be their leaders it is called 
representative government. We elect 
these representatives by voting. Click the 
Interactive to see how this works.
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Interactive 3.8 The 
Freedomian Plan for 
Government

Click here to learn about the 
Freedomian Plan for Government.

The	Government	of	
Freedomia

Interactive 3.9 
Representative 
Government

Click here to see 
learn more about the 
levels of government

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Freedomia2.html
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/RepGov3rd.html


“… and to the Republic for which 
it stands.”

You have probably heard this 
phrase before! It comes from the 

Pledge of Allegiance. A republic is a government 
where people hold the power of government. They 
choose leaders to make laws and decisions for them. 
It is based on the idea of representative government. 
Our country is a republic! All fifty state governments 
are representative governments. They are part of our 
republic. You’ll learn a lot more about our republic in 
fourth grade!

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

In our country we believe people should have the 
power of government. However, there are too many of 
us to be the government. Therefore, we elect 
representatives to make our laws and decisions. Some 
of the representatives we elect become our state 

government. How do these representatives make laws 
and decisions for our state? Read on to find out!
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You have learned that our state government is based on the idea of 
representative government. We elect representatives to make our 
laws. They also make our decisions. But how is our state 
government organized? How does it work? In this section you’ll find 
out!

But first… Back to Freedomia!

Section 4

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a 
state government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?

TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE

branches of government: the different sections 
of government

legislative branch: the branch of government 
that makes laws

executive branch: the branch of government 
that enforces laws

governor: the leader of a state

judicial branch: the branch of government that 
decides what laws mean

court: the place where a trial is held

Michigan Supreme Court: the highest court in 
Michigan

constitution:  a written plan for government

How is Our State Government Organized into Three 
Branches?

103

The	Magnificent	Six

Interactive 3.10 
Trouble in Freedomia

Click here to read about 
problems in Freedomia.

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Freedomia3.html


The six people elected to be the government of 
Freedomia started to work. They decided to call 
themselves the “Magnificent Six” They made their first 
law. Then, the problems began!

Problems with the Magnificent Six

Who is making the laws in Freedomia? Who is 
enforcing the laws? Who is deciding what the laws 
mean? Who is running the court? It seems that the 
Magnificent Six are doing everything! That’s a lot of 
power for six Freedomians to have. Before the king 
had too much power. Now a small group of six has too 
much power. Maybe just electing representatives isn’t 
enough!

Three Branches of Government

In Michigan we don’t have the problem the 
Freedomians had. We decided to elect representatives 
but we did something more. We divided the 
representatives into three branches of government. 
This means our state government has three different 
sections. Each one has its own powers. That way no 
one person or one group has too much power. Click 
on the Interactive to see how this works!
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How could Freedomia solve the problem they are 
having with the Magnificent Six?

Interactive 3.11 Three 
Branches

Click here to learn about the three 
branches of our state government

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/3branches3rd.html


The Legislative Branch

You’ve learned that the Legislative Branch of our 
state government makes the laws. This is a very 
important power. That is why the Legislative Branch is 
made up of many people. They are all part of the 
Michigan Legislature. It meets in our state capital city 
of Lansing.
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State Government

Main Duty: Main Duty: Main Duty:

Legislative 
Branch

Make
Laws

Executive 
Branch

Enforce
Laws

Judicial 
Branch

Interpret
Laws

Michigan 
Supreme 
Court and 
other state 

courts

Legislature Governor

The Michigan State Capitol Building where the Legislature meets

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Michigan_state_capitol.jpg



The Executive Branch

You’ve learned that the 
Executive Branch of our 
state government enforces 
the laws. This branch is 
headed by our governor. 
We elect a governor every 
four years. The governor is 
helped by a lieutenant governor and many other 
people. Because this branch is in charge of enforcing 
laws the Michigan State Police department is a part of 
this branch.

The Judicial Branch

You’ve learned that the Judicial Branch of our state 
government interprets the laws. This means the 
branch decides on what laws mean. Think back to 
Freedomia. Remember how long and confusing their 
law was. Some Michigan laws are long and confusing 
also. The Judicial Branch helps us understand what 

they mean. This branch is made up of many courts. 
Our highest court is called the Michigan Supreme 
Court. 

The Judicial Branch does 
more than interpret laws. It 
also has two more 
important jobs. Click on 
the Interactive to find out 
what they are!
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The Michigan Hall of Justice where the Michigan Supreme Court Meets

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Michigan_Supreme_Court%2C_night.jpg

Interactive 3.12 The 
Judicial Branch

Click here to learn more about the 
Judicial Branch

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/JudicialBranch3rd.html


Our Michigan Constitution

When people create a plan for government do you 
think they should write it down? Why or why not? We 
decided it was a good idea to write down our plan for 
the three branches. Therefore long ago in 1835 we 
wrote a Michigan Constitution. A constitution is a 
written plan for government. You may have learned 
that our country has a constitution also! You’ll learn a 
lot about that plan for government in fourth grade.
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Meet a Michigander: Judge Michael Warren

I have been a lawyer since 1992 and a 
judge since 2002.  Lawyers learn the law 
and help others to follow it.  Lawyers also 
help to make sure that people are treated 
fairly under the law. They also help to make 
sure that justice is done when someone or 
an organization believes that they have 
been hurt.  In court, lawyers help people 
(their “clients”) argue their side of the case 
before the judge and jury.  

As a judge, my job is to figure out the law that applies to the case. I also 
have to make sure that the law is followed in the courtroom.  When 
there is a jury, I have to decide what happened and who wins based on 
the law I instruct them to follow.  If there is no jury, I decide the case 
alone.  If a criminal defendant is convicted of a crime, my job is to 
sentence the defendant to a fair sentence.  In addition, I perform 
weddings and adoptions.

I also volunteer my time with schools, as a board member.  The board 
oversees the principals and teachers.  I help the schools be as good as 
they can, and in particular, I focus on the curriculum students learn.  I 
am very concerned that students learn about the Constitution and 
history so they can be ready to protect our freedom when they grow up. 
 My daughter Leah, who was 10 years old at the time, and I started 
Patriot Week, which helps renew the spirit of America. We do that 
through  celebrating our Declaration of Independence, our Founding 
Fathers and great patriots, documents and speeches, and flags from 
our history.  You can learn more about Patriot Week (which runs 
from September 11-September 17) at PatriotWeek.org.

http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wmuk/files/styles/x_large/public/201507/wiki-MIConstitution.jpg

http://PatriotWeek.org
http://PatriotWeek.org


You may be surprised to learn that we have actually 
written four different Michigan Constitutions. As times 
have changed we have added some things to our 
Michigan Constitution. We have also dropped some 
things from our Michigan Constitution. But the plan of 
three branches has always stayed the same.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Our state government has three branches. The main 
power of the Legislative Branch is to make laws. The 
main power of the Executive Branch is to enforce laws. 
The main power of the Judicial Branch is to interpret 
laws. Our state government was organized in this way 
to keep one person or even one small group from 
having too much power.
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You have learned a lot about our state government. You have 
learned why people need a state government. You have learned how 
our local governments are different from our state government. You 
have learned how our state government is divided into three 
branches. Before you go on click on the Interactive to ‘show what 
you know!”

Section 5

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY

1. Why do people need governments? 

2. Why do we need local governments and a 
state government? 

3. How is our state government organized? 

4. What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens?

TERMS, PLACES, PEOPLE

rights: things a person is entitled to have or to 
do

freedom of speech: the right to say what you 
want and to talk about your beliefs, ideas, and 
feelings

freedom of religion: the right to have any 
religious beliefs you want or no religious beliefs 
at all

civic responsibilities: things citizens are 
supposed to do

jury: a group of people who help decide a case 
in court

What are Our Rights and Responsibilities as Citizens? 
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Interactive 3.13 
Government Quiz

Show what you’ve learned so far!

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/GvtQuiz3rd.html


What are Some of Our Important Rights?

In the first section you learned that one of the 
purposes of government is to protect the rights of 
people. Rights are things a person is entitled to have 
or to do. For example, you have the right to say what 
you want. You have the right to talk about your beliefs, 
ideas, and feelings. This right is called freedom of 
speech. You also have the right to have any religious 
beliefs you want or no religious beliefs at all. This right 
is called freedom of religion. You have other rights 
like the right to own 
property. There is also a 
right that you have that 
Freedomians do not 
seem to have! Click the 
Interactive to find out 
which right.

Unlike the poor Freedomian in the Interactive you have 
the right to a fair trial. This means you have a chance 
to give your side of the story. Or, if you want, a lawyer 
can speak for you. It also means that there is often a 
jury not just a judge. A jury is a group of people who 
help decide a case in court. They are people chosen 
right from your community. 
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Interactive 3.14 
Freedomians and Rights

What right do Freedomians seem 
to lack?

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Freedomia4.html


The Right to Vote

You have learned that the kind of 
government we have is a republic. A 
republic is a government where people hold the power 
of government. They elect leaders and give them the 
power to make laws and decisions for them. You 
learned that this is called representative government. 
Because of the kind of government we have one of 
your most important rights is the right to vote. 

Voting is the way we choose our leaders. It is the way 
we have a voice in our government. But voting comes 
with a civic responsibility. A civic responsibility is 
something citizens are supposed to do. The right to 
vote comes with the responsibility to vote. But is that 

enough??? Do you just have to show up and vote? 
Make a chart like the one below. Then, click the 
interactive to learn about more of the responsibilities 
that come with the right to vote.
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Why do you think the right to vote is so important?

Interactive 3.15 
Responsibilities and the 
Right To Vote

Click here to learn more about the 
right to vote

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/ResponsibilitiesAndRightToVote.html


In the Interactive you learned that it is not enough to 
just vote. People have the responsibility to learn about 
the people who are running in an election. People have 
the responsibility to vote for the person they think will 
do the best job.

Rights Come with Responsibilities

The right to vote is not the only right that comes with 
responsibilities. All rights come with responsibilities! 
Think about the right to a fair trial. What civic 
responsibility comes with that right? The responsibility 
to pick up litter in front of the courthouse? That’s a 
nice thing to do but it doesn’t have anything to do with 
the right to a fair trial! Because you have the right to a 
fair trial, you have the responsibility to serve on a jury 
if you asked to do so. That means you might have to 
miss work. That means you might miss a baseball 
game. But if you have the right to a fair trial then you 
have the responsibility to serve on a jury if you are 
asked.

Make a chart like the one below. Then, click the 
interactive to learn about more of the responsibilities 
that come with your rights.
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Interactive 3.16 Rights and 
Responsibilities

Click here to learn more about 
rights and responsibilities 

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/RightsAndResponsibilities3rd.html


PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

One important purpose of government is to protect the 
rights of people. These rights include freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion. They also include the 
right to vote and the right to a fair trial. All these rights 
come with civic responsibilities. If you have a right, you 
have a responsibility! 

And now… Back to Freedomia! 

Freedomia needs help creating a plan for a new 
government. Find 2 partners and come up with a 
plan. Make sure to answer these questions:

•	 Who will make the laws?

•	 Who will enforce the laws?

•	 Who will interpret the laws?

•	 What are three laws Freedomia will have?

•	 What are three rights Freedomians will have?
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