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Chapter 2 

What Are Some Ways 
People Interact With the
Natural Characteristics 
of Their Community? 

How can we show where things are located inside 
communities? 

How can we compare communities? 

How do people use the environment of their 
community? 

How do people change the environment of their 
community? 



For Teachers 
This second chapter covers the geography standards for second 
grade. Now that students have a firm understanding of what a 
community is, we move into the study of communities by getting 
students into exploring maps. In Kindergarten and First grade we 
had teachers construct a classroom box.  This activity was 
designed by Dr. Phil Gersmehl and his wife Carol and is based 
upon some of the work they did in Harlem New York.  In this 
chapter we once again revisit the idea of a classroom in a box, 
and present to you here instructions for making your own. 

We use two Michigan based communities for comparison in this 
chapter.  The idea is that you can potentially bring a third to the 
table. 

The chapter closes with a discussion on how we impact the 
environment.  We hope you’ll find many good connections to 
science in this chapter. 

Printable PDFs with many of the images you may choose to use 
in your classroom model are available here: 

Doors and Cubbies 
Greenboards and Clocks 

Posters and Map 
Rug and Flowers 

Window Book Cases 
North,South, East, West 

Greenboards 

This presentation by Dr. Phil Gersmehl provides a brief overview of the 
model as well as the science reasoning behind it. 

Interactive 2.1 Making a Classroom Map 

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5DoorsCubbies.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5DoorsCubbies.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5GreenboardsClocks.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5GreenboardsClocks.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5PostersMap.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5PostersMap.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5RugFlowers.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5RugFlowers.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5WindowBookCase.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5WindowBookCase.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5NESW.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel5NESW.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel7Greenboards.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/edClassModel7Greenboards.pdf
http://textbooks.wmisd.org/Downloads/K2SharedResources/ClassroomModelshort.pptx


 

Section 1 

How Can We Show Where Things are Located Inside Places? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we show where things are 
located inside communities? 

2. How can we compare communities? 

3. How do people use the environment 
of their community? 

4. How do people change the 
environment of their community? 

TERMS 

map: a picture or drawing of a place 

symbol: something that stands for 
something else. For example, a curvy 
line on a map can stand for a river. 

map key: tells what the symbols on a 
map mean 

directions:  north, south, east, west 

You have learned that communities have places 
where people live. Communities have places where 
people work. Communities also have places where 
people play. How can you find where those places 
are located in a community? You could use a map! 

Have you ever seen someone use a map? 
What did they use it for? Have you ever 
used a map? What did you use it for? 
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What is a Map? 

A map is a picture or drawing of a place. Maps can show us where things are located 
in a place. This means maps can show us where to find things.  What if you wanted to 
show where things are in your classroom? What could you do? You could make a 
map! 

Interactive 2.2 Making a Classroom Map 

How do you make a classroom map?  Click here to see 
how some students did it! 

Image source:  Soloviova Liudmyla/Shutterstock 
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Now, it is your turn! You probably don’t have a Super Shrinking Machine. You might 
not have time to make a model of your classroom, however, you can still make a map! 
Here’s how: 
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What are the Parts of a Map? 

Look at the map below. How do you know it is a map of a classroom? Maybe it is a 
map of a bedroom! 

How do you know? It says it is a classroom map! It has a title: My Classroom Map. 
The title of a book tells you what the book is about. The title of a map tells you what 
the map is about! 
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What are the brown rectangles in the map? Are they book shelves? Are they desks? 
These brown rectangles are called symbols. A symbol is something that stands for 
something else. The brown rectangles could stand for 
bookshelves. They could stand for desks? How would we 
know? 

This map needs a map key. A map key tells what the symbols 
on a map mean. Maps need a title and a map key. 
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Look again at the classroom map. What else does it have? It has compass direction 
words! You learned about compass direction words when you saw how the class 
made its map earlier.  The class used compass direction words to name the walls in 
the classroom. Compass direction words include north, south, east and west. 

Directions help us find things in a place. Where are the bookshelves in the classroom 
shown on the map? Use directions to help you answer! 
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The bookshelves are near the east wall. Are 
the walls in your classroom named? If not, ask 
your teacher to help you name them! 

How would a map of the community be 
helpful? 
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You have learned that maps help us find where things are in a place. They have a title. 
They have a map key. They have directions. These map parts help us understand the 
map. 

Interactive 2.3 Map Review 

Click here to practice your map reading skills. 
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Section 2 

How Can We Show Where Things Are Located Inside 
Communities? 
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we show where things 
are located inside communities? 

2. How can we compare 
communities? 

3. How do people use the 
environment of their community? 

4. How do people change the 
environment of their community? 

TERMS: 

bird’s eye view:  looking down on a 
place from above 

state: one of the 50 parts of our 
country 

Michigan: the state you live in 

You have learned that maps help us find where 
things are in a place. You learned how to show 
where things are in your classroom by making a 
map. Communities are much bigger than 
classrooms! How can maps help you find places 
inside a community? 

Think about your community.  What 
two things would you put on a map of 

your community? 
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Learning About a Special Place in a Community 

Look at the pictures below. They show a special place in a community. What kind of a 
place do they show? 

Image source:  Carol Egbo Image source:  Carol Egbo 

Did you guess that these pictures show a school playground? If you did, you were 
right! 
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What if you wanted to make a map of the playground? It would be hard to put it in a 
Super Shrinking Machine! It would be hard to make a model of it. 

Interactive 2.4 Making a Map of a Playground 

How would you make a map of something as big as a playground? Click here to find 
out. 

How do you make a map of a big place? You look at a bird’s eye view of the place! A 
bird’s eye view is when you look down on a place from above. 
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Exploring a Community Map 

Now you know how to read a playground map. It’s time to explore a map of a bigger 
place. It’s time to explore a map of a community! 

Interactive 2.5 Exploring a Community Map 

Click here to explore a map of a community! 
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Maps of Bigger Places 

You just learned how to read a map of Beal City. You learned the elementary school 
was inside of Beal City. The hardware store was inside of Beal City. The school and 
the hardware store were smaller than Beal City. 

Interactive 2.6 Exploring a Map of a State 

What is bigger than Beal City? What is Beal City inside of? Click here to 
find out! 
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You just learned that Beal city is inside the state of Michigan. A state is one of the 50 
parts of our country. Michigan is inside our country. 

What are some of the other states that 
are inside of our country?  Find a 

partner. Try to think of some together. 

Maps show a bird’s eye view of a community. They show what the community looks 
like from above. Maps can be used to find things inside of communities. 

Maps can show what is inside bigger places also. Maps can show what is inside of a 
state. 
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Work with your teacher and your class to 
locate your community on this map of 
Michigan. 
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Section 3 

How Can We Compare Communities? 
QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we show where things 
are located inside communities? 

2. How can we compare 
communities? 

3. How do people use the 
environment of their community? 

4. How do people change the 
environment of their community? 

Maps show a bird’s eye view of a community. They show 
what the community looks like from above. Maps can be 
used to find things inside of communities. 

You can use maps to learn about what is 
inside of places. What else can you use 

them for? 

How Can We Use Maps to Compare Communities? 

How do you compare things? You try to find how the 
things are different. You also try to find how the things are 
alike. You can use maps to compare communities. 
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You learned that maps can help you compare communities. They can help you 
compare where communities are located inside of Michigan. They can help you 
compare the size of communities. What else can you use to compare communities? 

How Can We Use Photographs to Compare Communities? 

Look at the two photographs below. One shows the community of Holland from 
above. One shows the community of Beal City from above. What differences do you 
see? 

Holland Michigan from above Beal City Michigan from above 
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The photographs show that Holland has many more buildings. It has many more 
roads. It is a much larger community than Beal City. 

Holland Michigan from above Beal City Michigan from above 

51 



How Can We Use Words to Compare Communities? 

Read the words in the two boxes. Look for ways Holland and Beal City are alike. Look 
for ways Holland and Beal City are different. 

What is one way Holland is different from 
Beal City? What is one way Holland is like 

Beal City? 
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We can use maps to compare communities. We can use photographs to compare 
communities. We can use words to compare communities. 

Work with your teacher and your class to 
compare your community to either Holland 
or Beal City. Make a Venn diagram showing 
your comparison. 

53 



Section 4 

How and Why Do People Change the Natural Environment of their Community? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY 

1. How can we show where things 
are located inside communities? 

2. How can we compare 
communities? 

3. How do people use the 
environment of their community? 

4. How do people change the 
environment of their community? 

TERMS 

natural environment: everything 
around you that is not made by 
humans 

forest: an area covered with trees 

swamp: an area of low ground filled 
with water 

You have learned that people like to live in 
communities. Communities help people meet their 
basic needs. Basic needs include food, clothing 
and houses. Communities have places where 
people can live. Communities have places where 
people can play. Communities have places where 
people can work. 

What do you like best about your 
community? Think of an answer and then 

share it with a partner. 
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All Communities have a Natural 
Environment 

You learned that communities have 
human characteristics. These are 
things made by people. You also 
learned that communities have natural 
characteristics. These are things that 
were not made by people. What 
natural characteristics are in this 
photograph? 

The flowers in the photograph are natural characteristics. The trees are natural 
characteristics. The river is a natural characteristic. The grass is a natural 
characteristic. The dirt the grass is growing in is a natural characteristic. There is even 
a natural characteristic that you can’t see! What is it? Air is a natural characteristic. 
You can’t see air! 

Image source:  Artens/Shutterstock.com 
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All these natural characteristics make up the natural environment of a place. The 
natural environment is everything around you that is not made by humans. 

Image source:  cgterminal/Shutterstock 
56 



The natural environment is very important to a community. It gives people air to 
breathe. It gives people water to drink. It gives people trees to build houses. 

Interactive 2.7 Changing the Natural Environment 

Do people sometimes change the natural environment of their community? How would 
they do that? Why would they do that? Click here to find out. 
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Changing the Natural Environment of a Community 

What did people do to build the community of Holland? They changed the natural 
environment of their community. People cut down trees. People filled in swamps. This 
made space for roads. This made space for houses. This made space for farms. 

Image source:  Syrytsyna Tetiana/Shutterstock.com 58 
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Good things can happen when you change the environment. When 
people cut down trees they were able to build houses. When people 
drained swamps they were able to start farms. 

People changed the environment so they could build the community of 
Holland. This was a good thing. Do you think any bad things happened 

when they changed the environment? What were they? 

Many times bad things also happen when you change the environment. 
What happened to the animals that were living in the forests? What 
happened to the animals that were living in the swamps? They lost their 
homes. 
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Bad things can happen when you change the natural environment. Cutting down too 
many trees changes the environment. It causes problems. 

Image source:  Antonina Potapenko/Shutterstock.com 
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Dumping garbage in a river changes the natural environment. It hurts the river.  

Image source:  De Visu/Shutterstock.com 
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Making Good Choices 

People in a community often have to change the environment. They might need to cut 
down trees to make space for houses. How many trees should they cut down? How 
can they make good choices? 

Interactive 2.8 Making Good Choices 

How can you make good choices about changing the environment? Click here to find 
out! 
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People often have to change the natural environment of their community. This can 
cause good things to happen. This can also cause bad things to happen. That is why 
people need to make good choices when they change the environment. 

Work with your teacher and your class to 
learn how people have changed the 
environment of your community. Then, 
make a chart like the one below. Show a 
good thing that happened. Show a bad 
thing that happened. 
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