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Chapter 1
 

How do people
get along with
others? 

1. How can rules help us get along? 

2. How are our responsibilities at home and school 
alike? 

3. How do we solve problems in our classroom and 
school? 

4. How can we be good citizens? 



For Teachers 
The First Grade text is meant to be explored visually by students 
like a traditional “big book”. Some teachers may also want their 
students to have a copy of the book as a digital text on an iPad, 
Chromebook, or other digital device.  Either way, the way 
students interact with this book is different from other MI Open 
Book materials. 

Each short reading is meant to have some teacher interaction go 
along with it. We tell you what those are in each section. 

Each section includes words to introduce and define with your 
students. This is an excellent opportunity to practice word 
recognition. 

We also lead each section with information just for you, the 
teacher.  We identify what content expectations are being 
addressed in each section and give you some background on 
things to do while reading each section with your students. 

Interactive widgets appear in each section. Some of these are 
things for students to manipulate either individually if you have 
iPads or Chrome Books in the classroom, or as a group while 
you project things on the screen for them.  Either way, these 
interactives have been carefully designed to help you put the 
“social” back in Social Studies 
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Many teachers typically begin their school year with a review of 
the classroom rules and responsibilities.  Our first chapter is a 
great complement to instruction in this area.  

We recommend having the compelling question “How do people 
get along with others?” on your classroom chalkboard throughout 
your studies of this chapter.  This will allow students to begin 
undertaking the inquiry process in social studies by providing a 
clear target with which they can assess their understanding.  

Each section in every chapter of this book has some small ideas 
for instructional activities which can accompany a reading of this 
text. Look for the blue bar across the first page of every section.  
In addition, we’ve clearly aligned each chapter to the Michigan 
Content Expectations for social studies. 

Finally - every piece of interactive content in this chapter was 
either created especially for the project or curated by the authors. 
If something stops working, return here and use the “bug report” 
to let us know.  We’ll fix it and get back with you quickly! 

Interactive 1.1 Bug Report
 

If something in this book stops working, return here to 
report it!  We will get back with you quickly when we’ve 
got it fixed! 
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Section 1 

How can rules help us get along? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
 

1. How can rules help us get along? 

2. How are our responsibilities at home and 
school alike? 

3. How do we solve problems in our 
classroom and school? 

4. How can we be good citizens? 

WORDS TO INTRODUCE 

common good 

responsible 

respect 

For the Teacher 

C1.0.1: Explain the need for and purpose of rules (e.g., to promote fairness ensure the common good 

maintain safety).
 

C1.0.2: Give examples of the use of power with authority (.g. Principal teacher or bus driver enforcing 

school rules) and power without authority (e.g., types of bullying taking cuts in line) in school.
 

C2.0.1: Explain fair ways to make decisions and resolve conflicts in the school community.
 

C2.0.2: Identify and explain how important symbols of the United States of America represent core 

democratic values.
 

C5.0.1:  Describe some responsibilities people have at home and at school.
 

C5.0.2: Describe situations in which people act as good citizens and explain how these actions 

demonstrate Core Democratic Values.
 

Interactive 1.2 
The School 
without Rules 

Interactive 1.3 All About 
Respect 

Stop and Think boxes are an 
opportunity to have a small in class 
discussion. In this case, why is it 
important to have rules in school? 

Interactives like this one are a place to 
pause and explore deeper.  This is a 
retelling of a story called “The School 
with No Rules” 

Stop and watch this video about 
respect with your students and 
discuss what it means to be 
respectful. 



          
          

     

Rules tell us how to behave. Rules help you to be safe,
to keep things fair, and to help us get along. School is a
place where we have rules. 
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        What are some rules we should follow in the classroom? 

11 



        What are some rules we should follow in the lunchroom? 
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What are some rules we should follow in the library?
 

Why is it important to have rules at school?
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When everyone follows the rules, we are helping the
common good. The common good is doing what is best 
for everyone. 

14 



          
      

Interactive 1.4 The School Without Rules
 

Sometimes it may feel like there are a lot of rules. But
what would our school be like without rules? 
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       How is the school in the story different from ours? 
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We also help the common good when we are being
responsible. Being responsible means that we are
making good choices on our own. We are responsible
when we do jobs, or chores, and helping others. 

17 



       
      

There are many ways to show responsibility at school.
Can you name some ways? 
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When we are being responsible and following the rules,
we are showing respect. 
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Respect means treating others the way you want to be 
treated. We can show respect for people, places, and 
things. 

20 



    Young dancers show respect by shaking hands after 
competing. 
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         Click on the video below to learn about ways to show
respect 

Interactive 1.5 All About Respect
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Respect is important for all living things. Animals, plants,
and nature all deserve to be treated with respect.
Cleaning up our trash is a way to be respectful. 
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How are these students showing respect? Can you think 
of other ways to show respect at school? 

24 
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Section 2 

How are our responsibilities at home and school alike? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
 

1. How can rules help us get along? 

2. How are our responsibilities at home and 
school alike? 

3. How do we solve problems in our 
classroom and school? 

4. How can we be good citizens? 

For the Teacher 

C1.0.1: Explain the need for and purpose of rules (e.g., to promote fairness ensure the common good 

maintain safety).
 

C1.0.2: Give examples of the use of power with authority (.g. Principal teacher or bus driver enforcing 

school rules) and power without authority (e.g., types of bullying taking cuts in line) in school.
 

C2.0.1: Explain fair ways to make decisions and resolve conflicts in the school community.
 

C2.0.2: Identify and explain how important symbols of the United States of America represent core 

democratic values.
 

C5.0.1:  Describe some responsibilities people have at home and at school.
 

C5.0.2: Describe situations in which people act as good citizens and explain how these actions 

demonstrate Core Democratic Values.
 

This interactive gives students practice 
determining what behavior is 
responsible and which is not. 

Stop here and talk about what rules 
students have to follow at home. 

Finish this section by reviewing the 
compelling question for the chapter 
“How do people get along with 
others?” 



       
     

    

We have learned that there are rules and responsibilities 
at school. Families have rules and responsibilities too.
Our class is like a family. 
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       What rules do you have to follow at home?
 

27 



           
          

We have to be responsible at home and at school. We
have to take care of our own belongings at home and at
school. 
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When we are at school or at home we need to get along
with others. We show respect by always treating others 
the way we would want to be treated. 
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We take care of each other. When someone is hurt or 
sick, we help them. When someone is upset, we show
we care. Which picture shows children taking care of
each other? 

30 



     
  

In our classroom, we work together. Families work 
together too. 

31 



    

Interactive 1.6 Being Responsible
 

How is our classroom like a family?
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There are many things we do at home and school. We 
follow rules, have responsibilities, take care of one
another, and work together. 
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Section 3 

How do we solve problems in our classroom and school? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
 

1. How can rules help us get along? 

2. How are our responsibilities at home and 
school alike? 

3. How do we solve problems in our 
classroom and school? 

4. How can we be good citizens? 

WORDS TO INTRODUCE: 

conflict 

resolution 

For the Teacher 

C1.0.1: Explain the need for and purpose of rules (e.g., to promote fairness ensure the common good 

maintain safety).
 

C1.0.2: Give examples of the use of power with authority (.g. Principal teacher or bus driver enforcing 

school rules) and power without authority (e.g., types of bullying taking cuts in line) in school.
 

C2.0.1: Explain fair ways to make decisions and resolve conflicts in the school community.
 

C2.0.2: Identify and explain how important symbols of the United States of America represent core 

democratic values.
 

C5.0.1:  Describe some responsibilities people have at home and at school.
 

C5.0.2: Describe situations in which people act as good citizens and explain how these actions 

demonstrate Core Democratic Values.
 

As you view this video together, ask 
students about how the girl in the video 
solves her conflict. 

Interactives like this one are a place to 
pause and explore deeper.  This is a 
retelling of a story called “The School 
with No Rules” 

As you view the video Compromise in 
Conflict together, discuss what it 
means to compromise. 



      
      

  

Sometimes people have trouble getting along. When
people strongly disagree with each other, it's a problem 
that’s called a conflict. 

35 



       How you solve a conflict is called a resolution. 

36 



       

Interactive 1.7 Keep Your Hands To Yourself
 

How does the girl in the video solve her conflict?
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         Have you ever had a conflict at school? What was the
resolution? 

38 



         
     

    

What are some ways we can resolve a conflict? One way 
to solve a conflict is to compromise. 

What does it mean to compromise? 

39 



   

Interactive 1.8 Compromise in Conflict
 

Let‘s discuss what it means to compromise.
 

40 

http://textbooks.wmisd.org/CompromiseInConflict.html


         

         
   

Another way to solve a conflict is to ask an adult to help. 

Remember...if you don’t tell an adult about a conflict, they 
can’t help you. 

41 



         
       
            

 

Let’s practice solving conflicts! What if you and a friend
want to play different games at recess and you can’t
agree on which one to play? What could you do? Tell an
adult or compromise? 

42 



        
            

       
       

Let’s practice one more time! What if a classmate cuts 
you in line? You ask them to go to the end of the line.
Your classmate pushes you and tells you to be quiet.
What could you do? Tell an adult or compromise? 
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Sometimes many people in
a group disagree and they 
need to make a fair 
decision. 
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One way to solve this conflict is to take a class vote.
When we vote, everyone gets to say what he or she
would like the most. You might vote by raising your hand. 
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The decision with the most votes wins. Sometimes what 
you vote for wins and sometimes it doesn’t! 
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Micky’s class earned a
reward for following the
rules. The class had to 
choose between an extra 
recess or watching a
movie. They couldn’t
have both. 

The students voted for 
their choice by raising
their hands. More students 
voted for a movie. The 
class watched a movie but 
did not have an extra 
recess. 
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     What are other ways we can make decisions fairly?
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     Remember, fair does not always mean equal. 
49 



   
   

Sometimes students in our class may need special things 
to help them learn. 
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This might not seem fair. Being fair means we get what
we need to succeed. 

51 
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Section 4 

How can we be good citizens? 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE INQUIRY
 

1. How can rules help us get along? 

2. How are our responsibilities at home and 
school alike? 

3. How do we solve problems in our 
classroom and school? 

4. How can we be good citizens? 

WORDS TO INTRODUCE: 

citizen 

diversity 

integrity 

compassion 

patriotism 

symbol 

For the Teacher 

C1.0.1: Explain the need for and purpose of rules (e.g., to promote fairness ensure the common good 

maintain safety).
 

C1.0.2: Give examples of the use of power with authority (.g. Principal teacher or bus driver enforcing 

school rules) and power without authority (e.g., types of bullying taking cuts in line) in school.
 

C2.0.1: Explain fair ways to make decisions and resolve conflicts in the school community.
 

C2.0.2: Identify and explain how important symbols of the United States of America represent core 

democratic values.
 

C5.0.1:  Describe some responsibilities people have at home and at school.
 

C5.0.2: Describe situations in which people act as good citizens and explain how these actions 

demonstrate Core Democratic Values.
 

The first Stop and Think box in this 
section is a good place to have 
students stop and either write or 
draw their experiences. 

This video is a great place to stop and 
talk about compassion. 

Have students practice what it means 
to be a good citizen by sorting the 
cards in this interactive together. 



          
           

         

When you are responsible and respectful at school and at
home, you are being a good citizen. A citizen is a person
who is part of a school or community. You are a citizen. 
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Being a good citizen does not mean we all look and act
the same. There are things we can all do to be good
citizens. 
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We are all different. This is called diversity. 

Diversity in school and in our families is what makes us 
all individuals. 
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What makes you different from others? Can you write or 
draw ways you are the different from your friends? 

56 



      
        

  

It is never ok to pick on someone because they are
different. Getting along with one another is one way to be
a good citizen. 

57 



           
   

What if no one is around? Do you still have to follow
rules, be respectful, or responsible? 
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When we do the right thing, even when no one is looking,
we are showing integrity. A good citizen has integrity. 
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If you accidentally break something do you hide it or do
you admit to your mistake? 

60 



        
     

Correct! Admitting to your mistake may be hard but you
are being honest and showing integrity. 

61 



    A good citizen also shows responsibility. 
62 



           
          

If you see trash on the ground, do you walk by it or do
you pick it up and put it in the garbage can? 

63 



          
       

Correct! Putting it in the garbage may take time but you

are being responsible by helping keep the Earth clean.
 

64 



    
   

 
     

 

Another way to be a good
citizen is to show 
compassion towards 
one another. What do you
think compassion is? 

65 



     Watch this video to learn about compassion.
 

Interactive 1.9 Jelly Telly Kids
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        Can you think of a time when you showed compassion?
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     What makes someone a good citizen?
 

Interactive 1.10 Good Citizen Sort
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Another way to be a good
citizen is to show pride in
your country. Being
proud of your country is 
called patriotism. We
show our patriotism in 
many ways. 

One way is to say the
Pledge of Allegiance
everyday at school. 
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When we say the pledge, we show respect by taking off
our hats and standing up. We also cover our hearts with 
our hands. 

Let’s practice saying the pledge! 
70 



     
    

    
  

   
  

The United States’ flag is a
symbol. A symbol stands for 
something else. Our flag
stands for our patriotism.
Let’s learn more about our 
flag. 

Interactive 1.11 The American Flag 
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We can learn about being a good citizen from the first
people in Michigan—the Anishinaabek. Some native
people believe that to be a good community member, we
must take care of the Earth. 
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This means showing respect to all living things and being
honest and truthful. A good community member is not
better than anyone else and loves and shares with
everyone. 

There are many ways to be a good citizen! 

73 
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